One-day-old chicks will learn, in one trial, to avoid pecking a bead that tastes aversive. This procedure is used widely as a model for learning and memory, although a variety of training procedures and bead types are used in different laboratories. Here we report that the decay of memory following training on a weak (10% methylanthranilate) avoidance task is dependent on the training procedure rather than the characteristics of the beads or the strain of chick used. Chicks that have been presented with a bead in pretraining and a similar bead coated in MeA during training fail to avoid the bead when tested 2 h posttraining, whereas chicks presented with a bead of particular color and size for the first time at training demonstrate high levels of avoidance at 2 h posttraining. These results resolve the differences in the time course of memory formation for a weak passive avoidance task described by the groups at Monash University (Crowe, Ng, & Gibbs, 1989 ) and the Open University (Sandi & Rose, 1994) . ᭧ 1997 Academic Press
The one-trial passive avoidance learning (PAL) task is widely used to investigate processes associated with learning and memory in the domestic chick as, among other features, this task has the advantage of enabling precise timing of memory formation. The task exists in two versions, strong and weak. In the former, the bird is allowed to peck at a bead coated with the bitter aversant methylanthranilate (MeA). In the second, the aversant is much weaker; quinine or a 10% solution of MeA in ethanol is usually employed. Avoidance memory in birds trained on the strong version of the task persists for several days; memory for the weak version is lost after a much shorter period. Although there is a variety of bead types and procedures used by different laboratories there is, in general, agreement concerning the anatomical, biochemical, and cellular consequences of training on the strong task between the groups. However, it has become clear that use of weak versions of the PAL task results in pronounced differences between different laboratories in the time course of memory formation. For example, avoidance of a bitter-tasting bead has been shown to persist for less than 30 min (Crowe, Ng, & Gibbs, 1989 , 1990 , 1991a or as long as 4-6 h (Sandi & Rose, 1994; Sandi, Rose, Mileusnic, & Lancashire, 
